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Dear Students, Staff, and Families, 

As we move into the early phases of winter, I am pleased to share Ellen Bryan Obed’s joyful ode to winter in 
our January Book of the Month, Twelve Kinds of Ice. This children’s book is written in an elegant yet 
accessible style and features exquisite drawings by artist Barbara McClintock. Her story is told in short 
vignettes, which are wonderful mentors for our students’ own personal narrative writing work.   

Growing up on a six-acre farm in Waterville, Maine, Ms. Obed had plenty of time to observe the seasons as 
a child. For her family, winter was a particularly special time; a time when they could don their skates, 
either for figure skating or for hockey.  Each year, the family created its own backyard ice rink, complete 
with a shed that served as a locker room and "bleachers”- wood timbers perched on piles of snow for the 
annual ice skating show.  But ice is not a singular thing, a fact that Ms. Obed learned in childhood and which 
she shares with readers in the short chapters of this book. For starters, she writes that the "first ice came 
on the sheep pails in the barn- a skin of ice so thin that it broke when we touched it."  Next in Maine came 
the thicker "second ice… We would pick it out of the pails like panes of glass.  Then we would drop it on the 
hard ground to watch it splinter into a hundred pieces."  As the cold weather began to take hold, the ice got 
harder, and that meant the start of winter fun for Ms. Obed and her family and friends.  They slid on "field 
ice" and skated on "stream ice."  But all of that was merely a prelude to the time when it finally was cold 
enough for her family to create its own "garden ice," the backyard rink that would be the focus of winter 
long spills and chills. 

In her book, Ms. Obed perfectly captures the intimate knowledge that children gain when they can spend 
time experiencing the outdoors. Young readers will particularly enjoy the way she and her friends truly 
reveled in being in the outdoors on the ice, as they "sped to silver speeds at which lungs and legs, clouds 
and sun, wind and cold, raced together." 

As you read this book, you will realize that not only is this book about a young woman’s deep connection to 
nature and her family, but also the thrilling reward of pitching in together to create something magical. As 
writers, it’s fascinating to learn how writers use craft and structure in their own writing pieces to capture 
their observations and bring them to life for their readers.   
 
As we enter the New Year, please accept my best wishes for a healthy and happy year with your family and 
your loved ones.  
 
Warmly,  
 

Kristen Reingold 
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